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CURRICULUM POLICY 

The curriculum provided by the school offers a broad, balanced and relevant education suited to all students across the full 
age (11-18) and ability range and fulfils the aims of the school.  The curriculum provides continuity and progression and 
takes individual differences into account.  The broad curriculum is designed to meet the needs of our students in 
preparation for the next stage of education and for the world of work.  The school is still following the principles of the 
former National Curriculum at key stage 3 and has embraced the changes to specifications at the key stage 4 phase.  The 
sixth form curriculum is developing in line with student need and requirements.  Students are provided with a wide range 
of opportunities that seek to identify and develop talents in artistic, cultural and sporting pursuits as well as the academic.  
Opportunities for personal, social, moral, spiritual and cultural development will be an integral part of the curriculum and 
feature where possible in lessons. 

The curriculum has been designed to: 

1. Cater for the needs of individual students from all ethnic and social groups, including the most able and those who 
are experiencing learning difficulties or in need of learning support, offering an alternative, adapted or additional 
curriculum; 

2. Cater for those students who have an EHC Plan agreed by a LA; 

3. Cater for those for whom English is an additional language; 

4. Facilitate students’ acquisition of knowledge, skills and qualities which will help them to develop intellectually, 
emotionally, socially, physically, spiritually, morally and aesthetically, so that they may become independent, 
responsible, useful, thoughtful, confident and considerate members of the community; 

5. Create and maintain an exciting and stimulating and inspiring learning environment; 

6. Ensure that each student’s education has continuity and progression; 

7. Ensure that there is a match between the student and the tasks he/she is asked to perform; 

8. Ensure that all students will have equal access to the curriculum in such a way that enables them to learn effectively 
and make sufficient progress. 

Through the curriculum students should: 

1. Develop their level of literacy so that they are able to listen and read to gain information and for pleasure, and be 
able to convey their meaning accurately and appropriately through speech and writing for a variety of purposes, 
including informative and creative; 

2. Develop their mathematical understanding so that they know how to think and solve problems mathematically in a 
variety of situations, appreciating and understanding relationships and patterns in number, algebra and shape.  They 
should be aware of the aesthetic and creative aspect of mathematics and be able to use skills of numeracy necessary 
for functioning in modern society; 

3. Develop their linguistic skills to the extent of being able to read, speak, write and understand to a basic level in 
Spanish; 

4. Develop the skills associated with science as a process of enquiry, increasing their knowledge and understanding of 
nature, materials and forces; 

5. Develop their skills in the use of information and communication technology per se, as well as to support the 
curriculum and develop the understanding of how to stay safe online; 

6. Know how to extend their knowledge through internet research; 
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7. Develop knowledge and understanding of the importance of a healthy diet; know basic principles of health, hygiene 
and safety and be able to make healthy lifestyle choices; 

8. Know how geographical, historical and social aspects of the environment influence events and conditions now, and 
how human action and natural occurrences in the past have resonance in the present; 

9. Acquire knowledge and understanding of the basic principles of fitness and health and develop coordination, 
tactical skills and control through taking part in a variety of physical pursuits and team sports; 

10. Be given appropriate careers guidance as they move to the next key stage so that they can make an informed choice 
of what subjects best suit their needs and future aspirations; 

11. Develop their aesthetic, creative and cultural awareness through the study of art, graphics, music and drama; 

12. Be able to study independently, think and learn for themselves, by building a resilience for learning, and developing 
positive relationships; 

13. To develop the ability to understand their own mental health and wellbeing, to learn strategies for coping with 
stressful situations and to build their own resilience; 

14. Have a general knowledge of public institutions and services in Britain. 

The content of the current National Curriculum will be incorporated into schemes of work for the relevant year at Key 
Stage 3. These will be structured from years 7-9 to show year by year progression within a subject and will link up with the 
GCSE / KS4 courses and also further into KS5. The taught academic curriculum is broadly covered in the following way: 

Years 7, 8 and 9   

1. English; 

2. Mathematics; 

3. Science incorporating biology, chemistry and physics; 

4. Spanish; 

5. History; 

6. Geography; 

7. Art; 

8. Graphics; 

9. Music; 

10. Performing Arts, including Drama and Music; 

11. Wellbeing; 

12. Physical Education;  

13. PHSE (includes RSE and Careers Programme) 

 

The Policy for the Study of Spanish by ESOL Students  

If students enter at the start of Year 7, they will study Spanish as long as they understand a few basic words in English and 
can read and write in Roman script at this basic level (the upper band of Pre-elementary – ESOL level).   

If students enter part way through Year 7, they will not study Spanish, unless they have reached Elementary 1 – ESOL 
level. 

If students enter Year 8, they will not study Spanish, unless they have reached a good level of English (Pre-intermediate – 
ESOL level). 

They will have supervised study periods with the ESOL tutor where possible, and where not possible, will join the Spanish 
class doing work set by the ESOL tutor. 

If students enter in Years 9-11, they will not normally study Spanish.  They will have supervised periods of study. 
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Years 10 & 11 

At KS4 students study a number of courses suitable to their academic ability and personal inclination.  They are 
encouraged to keep their choices as balanced and broad as possible.  

The school offers the facility to study for 9 subjects.  The compulsory subjects are: 

• English; 

• Mathematics; 

• Sciences: Double Award Science; 
Students also had a choice from the following GCSE subject options for September 2021: 

• Art & Design  

• Business Studies 

• Geography 

• History 

• Spanish 

• Photography 
And also the following BTEC courses at Level 1/2 

• Travel and Tourism  

• Performing Arts 

• Sport 

All students continue to have lessons in Physical Education and Games, and PHSE which includes an RSE, Careers 
programme and a work experience week. 

 

Occasionally there are students for whom the curriculum needs to be more bespoke.  When such a situation occurs, the 
school will discuss with subject staff and offer the student and parents the opportunity to follow an alternative 
programme.  The suggestions made to each student and their parents will vary depending on the individual student, but 
some suggestions that have been used in the past have been: 

1. The removal of the expectation that the student studies Spanish; 

2. A reduction or increase in the number of expected subjects; 

3. Entering the candidate for Entry Level or functional skills qualifications in some subjects; 

4. The option to attend lessons for interest but not take the GCSE exam. 

Canbury School will as far as possible take parent and student wishes into consideration but retains the right to insist on 
the course of action which is in the best interests of the student.  The situation may continue to be reviewed throughout 
KS4 if it appears a student is struggling to meet the demands being made upon them. 

Years 12 & 13 

Students who enter the sixth form are students that are well known to us as a school.  The curriculum consists of the 
following options: 

• BTEC Level 3 Art and Design 

• BTEC Level 3 Business Studies 

• BTEC Level 3 Travel and Tourism 

• BTEC Level 3 Sport 

• A Level Business Studies 

• A Level History  

• A Level Mathematics 

• EPQ 

• BTEC Level 1 / 2 Children’s, learning play and development 
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• Extended work experience 

Students in consultation with their parents, the SENCo and the Head choose options that best suit their abilities and 
desires for the future.  As this part of the curriculum is new to the school there is close monitoring of the offer. 

The school also acts as a testing centre for members of the school who are studying a subject externally, for instance other 
additional languages (for example French, Russian, Chinese). 

Each subject has detailed schemes of work available on the school system.  

The Senior Leadership Team (SLT) meets regularly to discuss aspects of the curriculum and timetable.  Other staff 
members are invited to attend specific meetings when applicable.  Staff meetings assigned to the curriculum will provide 
feedback and enable discussion with all staff as appropriate. 

The SLT checks that schemes of work (SoW) reflect the overall curriculum policy of the school and liaises with teachers in 
charge of subjects and teaching staff.  The SLT will arrange the option programme (Year 9 and 11) and option evenings 
with students and parents.  In the selection of options at these stages’ students will be encouraged to choose a broad, 
balanced and appropriate range of subjects.  

The school aims to add to the curriculum by providing a range of enrichment activities at lunch time and after school and 
by way of day excursions and longer residential visits both within and outside of the UK.  Each department is expected to 
offer enrichment activities.  Examples include, visits by textiles and fine art artists, musicians, dramatic groups, speakers, 
foreign visits, educational visits, fieldwork studies.  The house system encourages the development and building of 
leadership skills in Year 11 and the Sixth Form and serves to provide a focus for inter-house competitions.  All staff and 
students are expected to participate in the varied programme of events. 

 

PHSE 

PHSE at Canbury School is delivered as a scheduled, timetabled lesson throughout the school.  Additionally, PHSE topics 
are embedded in various subjects throughout the curriculum. 

Careers Education 

Careers guidance is given as part of the PHSE provision.  The school organises: 

1. A programme of Work Experience, undertaken in Year 10 and Sixth Form; 

2. Individual careers guidance interviews for those students with an EHC Plan with an external professional advisor, 
(depending on the LA); 

3. Lessons focusing on careers and life planning, as evidenced in the scheme of work for PHSE. 

The PHSE programme encourages students to develop self-knowledge with a view to being able to make informed and 
appropriate life choices, including the ability to choose between subject options.  Specific individual advice is offered to 
students about to choose GCSE and/or post-16 options.   

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 

At Canbury School it is recognised that students learn and make progress through many techniques, several of them being 
subject-specific.  However, such learning and progress can be measured through the assessment of students, and the 
recording and reporting of marks from these assessments.  

Preparation for Adult Life 

Various elements of the Canbury School curriculum are designed to provide adequate preparation for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experiences of adult life.  These include PHSE incorporating careers, the work experience programme, 
the extra-curricular clubs offered at KS3, KS4 and KS5, involvement with other organisations such as local charities, and 
various talks from outside speakers.  Students also acquire a skill set that can be applied in adult life, including but not 
limited to proficiency in a modern foreign language, a developed level of literacy, mathematics and scientific enquiry, IT 
skills, competency at speaking in public and an understanding of team dynamics and responsibilities.  School council 
representatives are elected to serve on the School Council, renewable termly.  Perhaps most prominent at Year 11 is the 
variety of prefect positions that exist: Charities Prefect, House Prefects, Head Boy or Head Girl. This helps teach the 
important skills of organisation, leadership and responsibility. 


